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Introduction

President of the JET World Festival 2019 Executive Committee
Mathieu Glacet (France)

The “JET World Festival” is organized every year, and this year marked the 24™ edition of
the event. This international festival is a non-profit event organized by CIRs of the JET
Programme within Toyama Prefecture, with the assistance of ALTs, international students, and
ordinary prefectural residents.

The theme this year was “Come on, let’s go check out the world from right here in Toyama.”
Through this event organized by foreign residents (mostly participants in the JET Programme),
we wanted to give opportunities to prefectural residents who do not necessarily have the
chance to go abroad to interact with people and cultures from many countries around the
world.

After hosting the JET World Festival for 4 years in a row in the same location, we selected
the Toyama International Conference Center as this year’s venue. This year’s committee
consisted of 11 CIRs, with 8 returning from last year who had experience in the organization
of the event. In order to increase the number of visitors, we decided to look for a new venue.
The Toyama International Conference Center is located in Toyama City, a convenient
location for both visitors and volunteers, and since it usually holds international conferences,
we thought it would be a perfect venue for the world festival.

The corners we set up this year were the “International Booths,” where volunteers
introduced their native countries culture and current events; the “Multicultural Experience
Corner,” where visitors learned about cultural activities from around the world like yoga or
calligraphy; the “International Café,” where visitors could try tea and sweets from other
countries for free, “Stage Performances,” with song and dance performances on-stage; the
“JET Art&Design” Exhibit, where JET Programme participants showcased artistic and design
items of their creation, and finally the “Photo Exposition,” where photos sent in by prefecture
residents to the Photo Contest were displayed. We also created surveys in order to get
feedback from volunteers and visitors.

We had to deal with many problems and overcome many hurdles in the lead-up to the event,
but with the help of over 120 volunteers, this JET World Festival was a great success. Thanks
to the new venue, we had over 700 visitors this :
year. [;‘ﬁ‘

The Executive Committee would like to give a
heartfelt thanks to everyone who participated in
the JET World Festival 2019 and made it a
success. We hope to see you next year!
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1. Purpose

JET World Festival 2019 Overview

Coordinators for International Relations (CIRs) and Assistant Language Teachers (ALTS)
who are residing and working in Toyama Prefecture on the Japan Exchange & Teaching
Programme (JET Programme) introduce their home countries, deepen prefectural residents’
understanding of various cultures, and provide an opportunity for JET participants and other
prefectural residents to interact through events and activities such as stage performances and

country booths.

2. Organizers

AJET, JET World Festival 2019 Executive Committee

3. Supporters

Toyama Prefecture, Toyama Prefectural Board of Education, Toyama International Center,
Toyama City, Toyama City Board of Education, The Kitanippon Shimbun, Toyama Shimbun,
Yomiuri Shimbun Hokuriku Branch, Mainichi Shimbun Toyama Branch, Chunichi Shimbun
Toyama Office, Kitanihon Broadcasting Co., Ltd, Toyama Television Broadcasting Co., Ltd.,
Tulip-TV Inc., TOYAMA Cable Television Association, Toyama FM Broadcasting Co., Ltd

4. Date and Time

Sunday, February 17, 2019, 12:00 — 16:00

5. Venue

Toyama International Conference Center (1-2 Ote-machi, Toyama City)

6. Events

Stage Performances, International Booths, International Café, Kids Corner, Multicultural
Experience Workshop, JET Art&Design Exhibit, Photo Contest

7. Executive Committee
President
Vice President
Member

Mathieu Glacet (France)
Marcelo Yoshimura (Brazil)
Xiao Sun (China)

Saebyeol Yu (Korea)
Stanislav Shakhov (Russia)
Ramesh Dasari (India)
Seamus Gildner (U.S.A.)
Katherine Ellerhorst (U.S.A.)
Weishan Sun (China)
Lindsey Henderson (U.S.A.)
Wei Jia Zhu (Canada)

International Affairs Division CIR
International Affairs Division CIR
International Affairs Division CIR
International Affairs Division CIR
International Affairs Division CIR
International Affairs Division CIR
Nyuzen Town CIR

Nanto City CIR

International Affairs Division CIR
Kurobe City CIR

Takaoka City CIR
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http://toyamazing.wordpress.com/

Promotion and Volunteer Recruitment
Mathieu Glacet (France)

This year, we wanted to have the JET World Festival focus more on JET
Programme participants than in previous years, so we started recruiting
ALT volunteers early. Before their yearly Teaching Skills Development
Seminar, | sent an email to the ALTs asking them if they would be
interested in showcasing art pieces or performing at the JET World Festival.
We also promoted the festival during their seminar, contacted many people
directly, and sent emails to volunteers who had participated the previous year. Once again, we
used a Google Form to register volunteers and encouraged online registration. This simplified
registration and volunteer placing went smoothly.

We also promoted the festival in various media. All 11 CIRs were featured in a spot for
Cable TV Toyama’s “Gokinjo Channel Minmaike,” where we each presented the festival
sections we were responsible for. Newspapers and radio stations also introduced our festival.

Just like last year, we used fellow CIR Saebyeol Yu’s poster to promote the festival, and our
theme was in Toyama Dialect in Japanese (Sa, Toyama kara sekai e ikanmaike!) in order to
appeal more to residents of Toyama Prefecture. The poster also featured the flags of the
countries of origin represented by JET Programme participants in the prefecture, emphasizing
the fact that we are the ones organizing the event. The date was also enlarged and placed in
two locations to make it more readable. She also included a QR code leading to our official
website so that information about the festival could be shared by people who saw the poster to
others who had not.

(Official website: http://toyamazing.wordpress.com)

These posters were sent to the Boards of Education and departments in charge of
international exchange of all municipalities in the prefecture, and all elementary, middle, and
high schools, special schools, junior colleges and universities in the prefecture. We also
posted them to various boards at the Toyama Prefectural Government Office, the Prefectural
Civic Hall, the International Conference Center, and more. Finally, we created a digital
version of the poster specifically for electronic signage at the venue in order to attract more
visitors.

We updated last year’s website and improved it so that it could be reused every year. We

- - __"“’!"T-:j created an event page on Facebook and updated it regularly in
e Ak E o3 . . . .
& &' order to maintain interest and awareness in the event. We also
)? promoted the festival to communities in multiple languages as

well as to friends, coworkers, and students.

The Photo Contest (another means of promotion) had more
. A7, submissions than last year. We specifically targeted high school
.—;___-E.f__.:.g:-; photography clubs in order to increase the number of participating
o 20158 2 1 17a() 12001690 high school students.

T_;m:?“ff::mf:;}zl’”1 Finally, in order to improve our volunteers’ satisfaction, and to
co=meert improve the organization of the event, we decided to give them a
survey. Their responses will be used for the preparation of next

year’s festival.
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Stage Performances

Ramesh Dasari (India)
Wei Jia Zhu (Canada)

This year’s stage was held for the first time at the main hall of the Toyama International Conference
Center. The preparation process was particularly long, taken into consideration various preliminary
checks, prior consultation with staff, and the verification of equipment at three different locations (TIC,
the International Division, and the venue). In addition to being initially overwhelmed by the
spaciousness of the venue, we were mildly anxious about whether we would be able to gather enough
audience for the 500 available seats. However, we were immediately relieved by the fact that
festival-goers flowed in and out act after act, and (not without surprise) some stayed from the
beginning to the very end of stage performances.

This year, we focused on calling out to JET participants to perform on stage, and were delighted to
be treated to 4 fantastic performances by 6 former and current JETs, namely Mr. Christopher Brown
(former Nanto Fukuno High School ALT), Ms. Hayley Rothman (Kanazawa City CIR) and Wei Jia
Zhu (Takaoka City CIR), Mr. Suchisman Gangopadhyay (Himi City ALT), Mr. Lars Soderbergh
(Nyuzen ALT), and Ms. Leilani Rapaport (Kamiichi ALT). In addition, the stage was inclusive of
diverse communities and groups involved in cultural exchanges from both inside and outside the
prefecture (Toyama Chinese Dance Troupe, RADUGA from the Russian Cultural Center, the
Indonesian student associations PPI Ishikawa & Toyama,
and the Hokuriku Catholic Filipino Community). Despite
a number of limitations on the kinds of performance we
could host, the stage was animated, with a variety of acts
including dancing, singing, instrumental and band
performances, and a magic show, contributing to a
program that alternated between large-scale/small-scale
and group/individual acts. Thanks to the highly
interactive performance of Mr. Eric Castile, we were tremendously delighted that not only the
audience but also the volunteers and staff of the stage were able to enjoy the event.

Speaking of what worked well this year, we aimed at staying firmly in contact not only with
performers (by issuing and collecting detailed performance requests and sending final email
confirmations before the event), but also with the volunteers and staff (by specifying each person’s
tasks through prior email correspondence and by scheduling individual meetings). We would like to
thank each and every volunteer for far exceeding our expectations with their dedication and
earnestness in ensuring the smooth operation of the stage. In terms of points on which we can still
improve: 1) the process of setting up (finalizing decorations on stage and transporting sound
equipment) proved to be long and tedious on the day of, without prior trial (infinite thanks to Abe-san,
our most committed volunteer sound technician); 2) because of humerous group acts involving a large
number of performers, it is important to obtain the number of participants in advance to avoid
confusion in the standby area (a huge thank you to Mine-san who perfectly managed each dressing
room); 3) it was recommended to delay the start of the show to leave enough time for the audience to
gather for the first performance.

In conclusion, we hope that everyone had an amazing experience at the first JET Fest at the Toyama
International Conference Center. The biggest lesson for us to take away is not to recoil from a
seemingly insurmountable task. Think big, and you will for sure succeed!




AT—Y - I\T#4—T VR Stage Performance

&8 B Act Hi 8 & Performer
ZBRERES DIR -T2 QEEBHSE
12:15~12:30
Shamisen Performance Chris Brown & Misato Tachidani
ST T &IV - 3— Mr. /)9
12:35~12:50
Juggling & Magic Show! Mr. Norick
R E L4 ASEFEE
12:55~13:00
Little Town Ballad Toyama Chinese Dance Troupe
ELUTSVDPR =l<sSvUT
13:05~13:15
Promotion of Toyama Marathon Toyama Marathon
INTADEE YINTaoR
13:20~13:35
Music from Hawaii LIBERTY LAB
INAAVET/ZEE ANA)—-ARI & ITATT-ay
13:40~13:50
Violin & Piano Duo Hayley Rothman & Wei Jia Zhu
a7 DR HT
13:55~14:10
Russian Songs RADUGA (RAINBOW)
AVRRTDFTIILY Za—290 PPIRJII-JAIST
14:15~14:30
Indonesia Angklung Music PPI Ishikawa- JAIST
NPa—EE RFRI-HTd/IRNT4T7A
14:35~14:50
Banjo Performance Suchisman Gangopadhyay
FAYADHF T ARH DI T -hRT4—A
14:55~15:10
American Popular Songs Eric Castile
FAVDDIA—DER ) —Za—2v D S—X-J—F/N—5
15:15~15:30
American Folk and Country Music Lars Soderbergh
15:35-15:45 BOERDIAIECEEOIMEBRDOARYTET X |dLBEADR) YV ITAIVE NTZa=—F 01—

Philippine patriotic song in 80's and Pop Dance

Hokuriku Catholic Filipino Community (HCFC)
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JET Art&Design Exhibit

Mathieu Glacet (France)
Katherine Ellerhorst (U.S.A.)
Many of the JET Programme participants in the prefecture are interested in art, so we
decided to hold an exhibition for the participants to showcase their works. We sent them a
survey in November, probing interest in exhibiting a piece or performing, and also promoted
the event and the exhibit at the Teaching Skills Development Seminar. In the end, we found 6
participants who wanted to display something and decided to exhibit the works near the Photo
Exhibition and the Reception area. They showcased paintings, sketches, photos, design items,
and calligraphy. Scottish ALT Lily Zhang also held a portrait booth, where she sketched
visitors with a pen and markers while making small talk in English.
The JET Art&Design Exhibit was located in the International Conference Center’s Koryu
Gallery. The walls included screws to hang pictures and frames, making it perfect for our
exhibit. We made simple captions detailing the works of art, but some artists brought their

own tags and explanations as well.
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International Booths
Marcelo Yoshimura (Brazil)

This year’s “International Booths™ attraction was once again a success.

Like last year, the International Booths and the
International Cafe shared the same space, making it
very lively. The visitors enjoyed having delicious
sweets and tea in addition to talking to natives at the |
booths.

This year, we had 24 booths. The country, regional
and association booths are listed below (alphabetical order):

Brazil, China, Canada, Egypt, Ghana, Hawaii, India, Indonesia,
Myanmar, New Zealand, Oregon, Philippines, Russia, South Korea,
Taiwan, Trinidad and Tobago, USA, Vietnam, Colare Kurobe City
International Culture Center, International Youth Exchange
Organization of Toyama, Takaoka International Exchange
Association, Toyama Cosmopolitan Association, Toyama Marathon,
and of course, the JET Programme booth about us CIRs and ALTSs.

This attraction’s preparation usually starts
at the end of the year. We look for foreigners,
mainly ALTs and exchange students living in Toyama Prefecture, who
are able to present a booth. Social media is a very useful tool where it $g
is possible to easily and widely promote the event to many people.
Even without knowing people personally, contact from friends of ==
friends, and the recommendations from the International associations
were helpful.

As an improvement for next year’s event, | felt the lack of a
volunteer to help with the general preparation and management
of the booth area. However,
fortunately, volunteers from other
booths collaborated with me, and
thanks to them, it became possible
to create an event where both
visitors and volunteers had fun.
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International Cafe
Stanislav Shakhov (Russia)
Lindsey Henderson (U.S.A.)

The Menu

Each year at the International Café, CIRs and volunteers (ALTs, prefectural study abroad
students, etc.) offer tea and coffee as well as baked goods that are prepared the day prior to the
JET World Festival.

This year, we made food from five countries: Pecan Sandies (US); Coconut Cookies
(Russia); Brigadeiros (Brazil); Hotteok (Korea); and Aloo Tikki (India; offered with chutney).
Unlike in years past, we prepared not only sweet foods but a spicy option as well (aloo tikki).
Thus, there was a wider variety this year, and the festival attendees were very pleased.

Baking and Preparation

Unlike in previous years, this year, we split into two teams for making the food: one was
located in Toyama City at the Northeast Asia Regional Intercultural Center, and the other was in
Kurobe City at the Colare International Center. As the festival was held at the Toyama
International Conference Center (TICC) located in central Toyama City this year, we
determined that we could expect more attendees and prepared in excess of 600 portions
(compared to 500 portions in previous years). However, the International Café was highly
popular, and the food was gone with an hour left before the end of the festival. As such, we
believe more portions should be made for next year’s event if
it is again held at the TICC.

Even during preparations, there were CIRs and ALTs from a
variety of countries as well as exchange students. The
atmosphere was congenial, and there was a lot of good
international exchange.

Based on last year’s reflections, we made only two types of
baked goods and selected other foods that were prepared in
frying pans, etc. Splitting into two teams was effective, and we
were able to carry out preparations very smoothly.

Additionally, we made a number of color copies of the recipe cards (25 copies each) for
festival attendees to use as references when selecting food. Attendees interested in trying to
make the recipes themselves also took many of the recipe cards home.

Day of the Festival

We are very proud that the International Café was one of the most popular corners at this
year’s JET World Festival. This year, we also offered mixed plates carrying two types of sweets,
and this was very well-received by the festival attendees.

We had volunteers from English-speaking countries,
Japan, and Russia. It was a very warm atmosphere with
many languages from different countries flying about. It
became a place not only for passing out food and drinks, but
i also a spot for enjoying conversation with the attendees,
which is the best kind of international exchange.
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Kids Corner

Seamus Gildner (U.S.A))
Xiao Sun (China)

Games: Twister, Othello, Puzzles, Frog Jump, Rock
"Em Sock "Em Minions, Marble Maze

Crafts: Bead Art, Rope Art, Kinetic Sand, Korean
Woodblocks, Origami, Drawing

Other: Kid’s Programming, Magic, Balloon Art,
Stamp Rally, Face Painting

The main purpose of the Kids Corner is to provide a fun and energetic space where kids
and parents can try a variety of international games and crafts. This year, we set up many
tables where the kids could try bead art, face painting, computer programming, and various
other games and crafts.

Since face painting was very popular last year, we
decided to recruit two volunteers to help us this year
instead of just one. Face painting was popular this
year as well, but with two volunteers, we were able
to paint a lot of kids without keeping anyone waiting
too long. The volunteers also had time to take breaks
throughout the day.

For the first time ever, this year’s Kids Corner
included a Kid’s Programming Booth. At this booth,
three volunteers from Scratch Programming taught the kids how to create their own
animations and music. It seemed the kids really enjoyed the Programming booth, so | think
we will try to include it again next year. Mr. Norick

|m| /

also made an appearance this year, amazing the kids

with his magic tricks, balloon art, and juggling skills. } m '”nm“'( /
‘ |||‘||||, Hu
l
Looking back, one thing we want to make sure for "\I\||m“‘"||"h|' Jl I
" . “ “" '\‘h

next year is that we have an iron prepared for the bead
art. This year we forgot the iron, so we had to rush to
get one last-minute. We did end up finding an iron, but
next year it would be better to have two, since there
was often a line waiting to use the iron, especially at
the end of the day.

Overall, this year’s Kids Corner was a huge success! We are happy to have the opportunity
to introduce various cultures at this annual international event to kids at such a young age. We
would like to give a special thank you to all our lovely volunteers who made this year’s Kids
Corner possible. Thank you so much, and we hope to see you next year!

\
r’l
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Multicultural Experience Workshop

Saebyeol Yu (Korea)
Weishan Sun (China)

For this year’s Multicultural Experience Workshop, we
planned a wide variety of experiences from quiet calligraphy
to active dance. First was a Chinese and Korean calligraphy
workshop, in which we discussed the history of Chinese and
Korean writing and how they have changed over time, as well
as traditions around Chinese New Year. Then, we wrote the

Chinese character for fortune (%) —a character written on red talismans in various forms for
Chinese New Year —and did Korean Hangul calligraphy. It was a great opportunity for
participants to appreciate the beauty of East Asia’s written languages.

In the next workshop, we showcased origami from outside Japan. We made French paper
airplanes and traditional Korean origami clothes. The paper airplanes were especially popular
among the boys, who sent their planes flying as soon as they finished making them.
Participants also made beautiful Korean clothing out of any color paper they wished.

Workshop Instructor
Chinese and Korean Calligraphy Weishan Sun, Saebyeol Yu
World Origami (France, Korea) Mathieu Glacet, Saebyeol Yu
Scottish Traditional Dance Magnus Stone
Indian Yoga Perumalla Hema Naga Lakshimi
Understanding the World through Pictures Kong Ning, Elena Ermakova, Mayara Santos de Lira

For the Scottish traditional dance workshop, we held lessons for 2
different dances. The first was a partner dance which introduced the
basics of rhythm in Scottish dance. For the second dance, we formed
groups of 8 people and switched partners while dancing. There were
many participants young and old, from Japan and other countries;
everyone had a great time dancing, regardless of age, gender, or

nationality.

In the Indian yoga workshop, we introduced some basic yoga moves, as well as points to
watch out for when practicing. All kinds of people enjoyed the workshop, including those
with an interest in yoga, people from abroad, and mothers accompanied by children.

During the Understanding the World through Pictures workshop, we split into 2 groups and
drew pictures about “foreigners”. People drew and presented pictures based on their own
thoughts about foreign people, and many participants focused on what they think makes
foreigners different, from hairstyles to everyday gestures. It was an excellent chance for
cultural exchange, and everyone was so into it that the time almost seemed too short.

This year’s Multicultural Experience Workshop centered more on JET participants and
exchange students than previous years. The workshops were a success enjoyed by visitors of
all ages, genders, and nationalities.
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Photo Contest
Mathieu Glacet (France)

We organized the Photo Contest this year as well. The theme was “#toyamazing — Capture
a Toyama moment that you think is amazing.” We collected many submissions about Toyama
from people with connections to Toyama.

This year, we had 35 submissions to the contest from students and teachers at Tonami High
School and Toyama University of International Studies High School, ALTSs, international
students, and ordinary residents. Combined with 11 pictures out of the running from the CIRs
and the Toyama Marathon organizers, the Photo Exposition showcased a total of 46 beautiful
shots.

Each visitor was given two votes, and the photos with the most votes, second most votes,
and third to fifth most votes received respectively the Gold, Silver, and Bronze prizes. The
winners were awarded a Tosho-card and Toyama goods. We also posted a map of Toyama and
Japan with stickers and the caption “Where did you come from today?” and placed surveys
for the visitors next to them.

H/E Honorable Mentions:

—{RSA Sunset IR —LLNARZN
(Adam lwamoto) (mokoinsta) (F~va—)
Z DM DISENE R ) R RAME G
Other Submissions Non-Contest Submissions
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