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Introduction of the JET World Festival 2020 Executive Committee
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Introduction

President of the JET World Festival 2020 Executive Committee
Dasari Ramesh (India)

In India, there is a saying, “Vasudaika Kutumbam.” It means, “This world is one
family.” 1 learned this phrase at school when I was in elementary school, but I
experienced it for the first time at this year's JET World Festival.

The “JET World Festival” is organized by CIRs, who were born in countries
located thousand miles away and came all the way to Toyama Prefecture through the
JET Programme. This international festival is a non-profit event organized every year
with the assistance of ALTSs, international students, and Toyama prefectural residents.
As a result of everyone coming together like a family and working hard year after year,
we welcomed the festival’s 25th anniversary this year. From the experience | gained at
this event, | felt the truth of the phrase “Vasudaika Kutumbam.”

The theme for this year was, “Let’s go check out the world from right here in
Toyama!” The theme is almost unchanged from last year, and | think people of Toyama
are able to feel closer to it as it has the flavor of the Toyama dialect in Japanese. The
JET World Festival is an international exchange event which helps increase awareness
of foreign countries and their cultures by providing citizens with the opportunity to
interact with foreigners living in Toyama.

Every year, we hope to hold this event as close to Toyama Station as possible, and
this year, we were finally able to hold the JET World Festival inside Tower 111, which
Is the closest location yet. The preparations for the festival went smoothly as this year's
executive committee consisted of 12 CIRs, and in over half had experience organizing
this event for three years or more. This year's venue was smaller compared to last year’s,
but it was very convenient for visitors and volunteers because it is located very near the
station.

With the help of over 60 volunteers, this year’s JET
World Festival at the new venue was a great success. This
year, we also created surveys in order to get feedback from
volunteers. Due to the coronavirus outbreak, | was worried
whether people would come to an event where so many
people gather, but we welcomed almost 300 visitors this
year. Despite such hard conditions, a good number of
visitors came to the festival. Out of visitors, there were some who were new friends, and
the fact they brought along with friends and family made me happy.

The Executive Committee would like to give a heartfelt thanks to everyone who
participated in JET World Festival 2020 and made it a success. We hope to see you
again next year!
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JET World Festival 2020 Overview

1. Purpose
Coordinators for International Relations (CIRs) and Assistant Language Teachers
(ALTs) who are residing and working in Toyama Prefecture on the Japan Exchange &
Teaching Programme (JET Programme) introduce their home countries, deepen prefectural
residents’ understanding of various cultures, and provide an opportunity for JET participants
and other prefectural residents to interact through events and activities such as stage
performances and country booths.

2. Organizers
AJET, JET World Festival 2020 Executive Committee

3. Supporters
Toyama Prefecture, Toyama Prefectural Board of Education, Toyama International Center,
Toyama City, Toyama City Board of Education, The Kitanippon Shimbun, Toyama Shimbun,
Yomiuri Shimbun Hokuriku Branch, Mainichi Shimbun Toyama Branch, Chunichi Shimbun
Toyama Office, Kitanihon Broadcasting Co., Ltd, Toyama Television Broadcasting Co., Ltd.,
Tulip-TV Inc., TOYAMA Cable Television Association, Toyama FM Broadcasting Co., Ltd

4. Date and Time
Saturday, February 15, 2020, 12:00 — 16:00

5. Venue
Tower 111 (5-5 Ushijima-shinmachi, Toyama City)

6. Events
Stage Performances, International Booths, International Café, Kids Corner, Multicultural

Experience Workshop, JET Art&Design Exhibit, Photo Contest

7. Executive Committee

President Dasari Ramesh (India) International Affairs Division CIR
Vice President ~ Seamus Gildner (U.S.A)) Nyuzen Town CIR
Member Marcelo Yoshimura (Brazil) International Affairs Division CIR

Mathieu Glacet (France)

Yu Saebyeol (South Korea)

Lindsey Henderson (U.S.A.)
Wei Jia Zhu (Canada)

Han Bing (China)

Qi Dongliang (China)

Eric Jutila (U.S.A.)

Hoang Thi Cham (Vietnam)
Olegs Pishcikovs (Latvia)

International Affairs Division CIR
International Affairs Division CIR
Kurobe City CIR

Takaoka City CIR

International Affairs Division CIR
International Affairs Division CIR
Nanto City CIR

International Affairs Division CIR
International Affairs Division CIR
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Promotion and Volunteer Recruitment

Dasari Ramesh (India)

As with last year, we wanted to have the JET World Festival focus »
more on JET Programme participants, so we started recruiting volunteers W
by giving priority to ALTs. Emails were sent to all ALTs in Toyama O
asking them if, in addition to volunteering, they would be interested in
showcasing art pieces or performing at the JET World Festival. Emails were also sent
to volunteers who had participated the previous year, asking whether they could
volunteer again this year, too. At the same time, each CIR sent emails recruiting
volunteers to acquaintances and people in their workplace. This year, we again called
for online registration using Google Forms to make volunteer registration as easy as
possible. Thanks to these measures, the management of volunteers went smoothly.

Once again, Cable TV Toyama helped us in promoting the JET World Festival
2020 this year. All first year CIRs introduced the festival’s attractions on Cable TV
Toyama’s “Gokinjo Channel Minmaike.” Newspapers and TV channels within Toyama
Prefecture also gave announcements about the festival.

For the past three years, we have used fellow CIR Saebyeol’s posters to promote
the festival, and our theme was in Toyama Dialect in Japanese (Toyama kara sekai e
ikanmaike!) in order to appeal more to residents of Toyama Prefecture. The poster also
featured the flags of countries represented by prefectural JET Programme participants,
and the date was enlarged and placed in two locations to make it more readable. As the
Tokyo Olympics were to be held this year, we tried to design a poster which resembles
the Olympic rings using circles in the center and included pictures of last year’s festival
inside them, thus making the poster easy to understand. This year, we also created a QR
code so that people can easily connect to the World Festival’s official website and share
it with many others. (Official website : https://toyamazing.wordpress.com)

In order to spread awareness of the event to Toyama’s citizens, posters were sent
to the Boards of Education and departments in charge of international exchange in all
municipalities in the prefecture in addition to all elementary, middle, and high schools,
special schools, junior colleges and universities in Toyama. In addition to the notice
boards at the Toyama Prefectural Office, we also pinned them to various notice boards

at Toyama City Hall, the Prefectural Civic Hall, and the
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2020 JET World Festival
Date: Sat. February 15th, 2020 % %ﬂ

from 12:00 to 16:00

L ion: Tower 111, ion in the Sky Hall (3F)
(Intec Building, 5-5 Ushijima Shinmachi, Toyama City)

Stage Performances, International Booths, Kids Corner,
i 3 i Experience
JET Art&Design Exhibit, Photo Contest, Stamp Rally

This is an event to promote cross-cultural
understanding featuring CIRs and ALTs from the
JET Programme who work in Toyama Prefecture.
Come experience cultures from around the world!
Organizer: AJET JET Workd Festival 2020 Executive Committee
Contact: Toyama Prefectural Govemment Intemnational Affairs Division

JET World Festival 2¢
TEL: 076-444-3158 E-mail: to;
Website: htt;

Toyama Shimin Plaza, all places that the general public
often visits. Also, keeping in mind that these events need
digital advertisement, we created an event page on
Facebook where we posted information about the event.
Each CIR also promoted it to their friends and colleagues
as well as students. We created special posters for
volunteer registration and photo contest submissions this
year as well.

Finally, in order to get feedback from all the
volunteers, we decided to conduct a survey. All their
responses will certainly be used for the preparation of
next year’s festival.
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Stage Performances
Wei Jia Zhu (Canada)
Qi Dongliang (China)
Hoang Thi Cham (Vietnam)

This year's stage was held in the Sky Hall of Tower 111. At first, we were
anxious about whether we would be able to gather a sufficiently large audience,
considering that we were hosting it at another brand-new venue and the outbreak
of the coronavirus. However, although a smaller crowd than last year, the stage
still attracted a large number of spectators under these circumstances, which
meant a great deal to us.

This year, we focused on showcasing performances from participating
countries of the JET Programme. Although performances
from Brazil, Russia, and India were canceled due to the
performers’ schedules, we were delighted to have had the §
chance of hosting a performance from Vietnam, the very
first in the JET World Festival’s history. Additionally, we
were tremendously pleased that not only current JETs in Toyama, but also some
from outside the prefecture and even former JETs came to perform on stage.

The stage was animated by a variety of performances including singing in
different languages, folk dances, impressive instrumental performances and a
delightful magic show. The smile on the spectators’ faces was the greatest
reward for us. The stage could not have been a success without each and every
performer, the volunteers with their great sense of responsibility, and our
dedicated sound technician. We would also like to express our gratitude to the
non-JET performers from outside the prefecture who came to take part in this
festival.

Furthermore, learning from last year’s
experiences, we were able to begin and finish
the stage performances on time, and the
standby area was managed without confusion
thanks to our volunteers’ sense of organization.
One point on which we can still improve is that,
although this year's stage mainly focused on
representing JET Programme countries, some
national flags (for instance, the Vietnam flag)

were missing from the decor.

Lastly, as a special number before the closing ceremony, the executive
committee CIRs all gathered to sing “A Cruel Angel's Thesis” in karaoke on
stage, joined by the audience and volunteers. We hope that the JET World
Festival will continue to be a success, and that, just as the lyrics of “A Cruel
Angel’s Thesis” say, the JETs and audience will continue to “shine brighter than
anyone/ Go forth, and you’ll become a legend!”



R HE Act HiEE Performers
NAFY o &YET ) HEE ANV —&Ta—A
12:15 Violin & Piano Duo Hayley & Joey
Z IR JVARTTTw
12:35 Shamisen Performance Chris Brown
TAVIOT7 =0T ) —a—V v AP NLIVESS PAC /4
12:55 American Folk & Country Music Lars Soderbergh
AV RRYTOT I N F =l AT PPI Hokuriku
13:15 Indonesian Angklung Orchestra PPI bl
Ny g —EEE AFASY « HoraNXF 474
13:35 Banjo Performance Suchisman Gangopadhyay
HEE O N[O =R A2
13:50 Popular Songs from South Korea Yu Saebyeol
S TV T g — | Mr. /U v7”
14:10 Juggling & Magic Show! Mr. Norick
NN FADHRY &K LR M AAS
14:30 Dances and Songs from Vietnam Vietnamese Society in Toyama
HE O R IR
14:45 Chinese Martial Arts Toyama Martial Arts Association
T4V DTF—I Y TR Al Ry 274 VAT 2T 4 —
15:00 Filipino Folk Songs & Popular Dances Hokuriku Catholic Filipino Community (HCFC)
TAVADI T e 22—y TY g - BART 4—0
15:20 Soul Music from America Eric Castile
HNTF T EA L =
15:40 Karaoke with JETs Everyone
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JET Art&Design Exhibit

Yu Saebyeol (South Korea)

Continuing from previous years, we held the JET Art&Design Exhibit at
this year’s festival. We contacted JET Programme participants in December and
sent out a call for art pieces. Ultimately, we showcased traditional decorations,
poems, oil paintings, collages, calligraphy, bags, and other items from 5 JET
participants and the Toyama Artists Group (TAG), which consists mainly of ALTs.
The event was held at a different venue this year, so we organized the area with
desks and exhibition panels so visitors could view the works freely.

Furthermore, the exhibit was operated with the help of volunteers: Jayme
(U.S.A.), and a local Japanese resident. The
works were set up directly by their creators,
who were all very interested in the other works
as well. Many guests visited the exhibit and
enjoyed the exhibition.
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International Booths
Mathieu Glacet (France)

The international booths are a staple of the JET
World Festival, and once again, they were a huge
hit! This year, the international booths were in the
same hall as the stage; some booth volunteers were
extremely happy about this, with one saying, “I’ll
finally be able to see the performances and the
dances!”

This year, we had 17 booths, including the
following 13 countries and regions: Canada, Brazil,
India, Vietnam, United Kingdom, South Korea,
Oregon, China, Indonesia, Trinidad and Tobago, Philippines, United States of America,
and Ireland. In addition, we had booths from the Toyama Cosmopolitan Association,
The Nanto Goodwill Exchange Association, the Foreign Resident Support Center, and
the Fufufu rice booth.

The space in this year’s venue was a bit tight, and due to the fact that only countries
participating in the JET Programme were allowed this year, and that some study abroad
students could not participate, the number of booths was lower than last year. However,
this did not hamper the visitors’ curiosity. They visited each booth with great enthusiasm,
and the main hall was filled with a fun atmosphere.

Preparations for the international booths started last
December. We contacted ALTs, exchange students, and
friends. I explained the concept of the international booths
and urged many people to participate by contacting them
directly on social media. In the beginning, I had planned to
have around 14 booths, but the Support Center and Fufufu
both expressed interest later, so the number eventually
changed to the final total of 17.

Unfortunately, the Fufufu booth only held a rice tasting for the volunteers and
immediately packed their bags and left right after the
festival started. I believe that in the future, we should
not agree to let organizations or booths participate
unless they plan on staying for the event.

Just like last year, I also had a map of Toyama to
show where people came from and surveys, and once
again, we had visitors come from all over Toyama
Prefecture! Thanks to the volunteers, the other CIRs, and Sugano Sensei, this year’s JET
World Festival was once again a success. I’m sure it was very enriching for the visitors,
and I look forward to next year!
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International Café
Lindsey Henderson (U.S.A.)
Olegs Piscikovs (Latvia)

Each year at the International Café, we introduce food and drinks (tea & coffee) from
the countries of JET participants as well as carry out intercultural exchange with bright smiles.
Visitors to the festival can enjoy the dishes free of cost, which are prepared the day prior to
the festival with the help of CIRs and volunteers (ALTs, prefectural study abroad students,
etc.).

About the Menu
The five types of dishes we prepared are as follows:

(D Pouding chomeur (Canada)

(@ Saldais Kartupelis (Latvia)

(@ Jeera Biscuits (India)

@ Gougeres au fromage (France)

(® Hua Shéng Zhi Ma Tang

(Peanut & Sesame Brittle) (China)

We aimed for an assortment of flavors, and like last year, we also prepared some savory
options (gougeres, jeera biscuits) in addition to the sweet options. We made 100 of each item
listed above.
Baking & Preparation

As was done last year, we split into two teams and made
the dishes in two locations: the Northeast Asia Regional
Intercultural Center in Toyama City, and the Colare
International Center in Kurobe City. This year, quite a few items
were baked goods, but we used our time effectively and were
able to carry out preparations smoothly while encouraging each
other along the way.

This year, unlike in years past, the JET World Festival was held on a Saturday, meaning
that preparations were carried out on a Friday. Therefore, we relied on the help of CIRs alone
this year.

Day of the Festival

This year’s International Café was held in the Toyama International Center (TIC), close
to the Multicultural Experience Corner and Kids Corner. Before the festival began, we did
tasks such as lining up tables, plating treats, preparing hot water and tea, and so on. For the
smaller items, we put two items per plate and prepared combination plates as well.

The traditional Canadian pouding chémeur ended up receiving the most attention. This
dish’s name translates to “Unemployed Man’s Pudding” and was created in the 1920s by
female factory workers during the Great Depression as a dessert that even those without
means could make. Not only are this treat’s name and origin interesting, its flavor also
received rave reviews, too. Additionally, there was a large seating area available, and we had
great responses from attendees that they enjoyed being able to sit down, eat, drink tea, and
chat with various people.

Being able to introduce different food cultures and popularizing dishes from around the
world was an incredibly fulfilling experience. Moreover, hearing, “Thank you!” and, “It was
delicious!” from the attendees was a reward worth more than gold.
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Kids Corner
Seamus Gildner (U.S.A.)
Han Bing (China)

Games: Mini-golf, Ring Toss, Othello, Twister, Mini-
basketball, Crush the Ice

Crafts: Bead Art, Rope Art, Kinetic Sand, Origami

Other: Kids’ Programming, Magic, Face Painting,
Stamp Rally

The main purpose of the Kids Corner is to provide a fun and energetic space
where kids and parents can try a variety of international games and crafts. This year, we
set up many tables where the kids could try bead art, face painting, computer
programming, and various other games and crafts.

This was the first year we hosted the JET Festival on a Saturday, and while we
had fewer volunteers and visitors than in previous years, all of the kids who came had a
very fun time. Moreover, since the room this year was spacious and less crowded than
in previous years, the kids could take their time trying all of the various crafts and
activities.

This year, we set up a “Festival Game Corner”
where kids could play games like mini-golf and ring
toss and win international candies. As always, face
9 painting, kids’ programming, and the magic booth
were also very popular. Since bead art is typically the
busiest and most popular activity in the Kids Corner,
this year, we set up many chairs and tables and were
able to smoothly run the bead art without making any
kids wait for a seat to open up.

One thing we should make sure to remember next year is to print out signs
notifying visitors that Kids Corner access is only permitted to parents and children. This
year, we had fewer volunteers and the Kids Corner had two entrances, so it was a little
harder to monitor the entire room. Also, it would be better to make signs such as “Face
Painting” and “Mini Golf” clearly labeling the various activities to make it easier for the
kids to understand what activity is at each table.

Overall, this year’s Kids Corner was a
success! We are happy to have the opportunity to
introduce various cultures at this annual international
event to kids at such a young age. We would like to
give a special thank you to all our lovely volunteers
who made this year’s Kids Corner possible. Thank
you so much, and we hope to see you next year!
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Multicultural Experience Workshop
Marcelo Yoshimura (Brazil)
Eric Jutila (U.S.A))

This year, we provided a variety of experiences so participants could easily
V»@ join in for just part of an experience or the full duration. To accomplish that, we left
0 the door to the workshop room open for the entirety of the festival to allow the
masearara | SOUNAS 0f people enjoying the workshops to echo into the hallways. Consequently,
3::;;7,”:: a number of participants were able to come during the middle of workshops, which
was great for people who were short on time or only interested in a brief experience.
Additionally, the layout of the room was set so that people who were too shy to participate could
still enter the room and freely observe. The schedule for this year was as follows:
Time Workshop Instructor

Midwestern USA Card Game
Euchre

12:10~12:50 CIR Eric Jutila

Eric Castile

13:05~13:50 |Singing Gospel Music (subst: Michiko Miya)

Filipino Martial Art

14:15~15:00 A ALT Domyson Abuan
rnis
. _n |Brazilian Martial Art ALT Penniel Huggins
15:15~16:00 Capoeira (and other members)

During the first workshop, Eric Jutila, one of the supervisors of this corner, presented a card game
that is often played in his home state and much of the Midwestern United States. There were 6 tables set
up where at each a group of 4 could enjoy the game.

For the American Gospel Music Workshop, we had originally planned to set up the tables in a
classroom style, but during the workshop, everyone was to stand up and form a circle around the
instructor, so there was no need to rearrange the room. The presenter was Michiko Miya, who is the wife
of Eric Castile, a professional singer and one of the festival’s stage performers. Many of the chorus
members in the later stage performance were present for the workshop as well.

All of the workshops that may have needed tables were scheduled
for the first half of the festival, and then the tables and seats were all
removed to create a wide space for the martial art workshops held during
the second half of the festival.

For the Arnis workshop, which is the national martial art of the
Philippines, we bought PVC pipe and cut it to make weapons (a kind of
baton) that could be used by the participants so that they could
experience the martial art using its actual weapons. The workshop was
presented by Domyson Abuan, an ALT here in Toyama Prefecture, and he taught not just the techniques
of Arnis but also the meaning behind every movement and the proper manners for practicing the martial
art.

For the last workshop, Penniel Huggins, another ALT here in Toyama Prefecture, taught Capoeria
with other “capoeiristas” of his group (Kazuhito, Baku, Maki, Kura and Suzuki). Capoeria is a traditional
Brazilian martial art that mixes fighting techniques with music and dance. As participants practiced the
techniques to the music, it gave one the feeling as though they were all part of a coordinated dance as
they carried out combination of different striking techniques.

e In addition to the presenters, the Multicultural Experience
Workshop also had 3 volunteers (2 ALTs and 1 general volunteer) who
helped with all the various preparations needed, such as putting up
decorations and moving around tables to ensure the workshops were
completed without issue.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude to all of the
volunteers and presenters who participated this year. Thank you!
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Photo Contest
Yu Saebyeol (South Korea)

Just like last year, the theme for the Photo Contest this year was
“#toyamazing — Capture a Toyama moment that you think is amazing.” We
uploaded information on the JET World Festival website and its Facebook page.
We also publicized the contest by leaving leaflets at the Toyama International
Center, the Northeast Asia Intercultural Center, and many other locations.

This year, we had 21 submissions from ALTs living in Toyama Prefecture,
Japanese residents, and foreign residents. Combined with the other pictures out of
the contest running from the Executive Committee, the Photo Exposition
showcased a total of 28 photos.

Each visitor was given two votes, and the photos with the most votes,
second most votes, and third to fifth most votes respectively received the Gold,
Silver, and Bronze prizes. The winners were awarded a certificate and a small
prize.

{£{F Bronze Prizes:

B I & FRORER E Eplx H &
(A5 F) (michipon) (Kosuke Imai)
T DD HRIMER

Other Submissions Non-Contest Submissions
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